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Maratha partizan leaders in the Bijapur and Moghul service. All
the Brahman Ministers, except the Panditrao and the Nayadhishy,
had in those days of trouble to be military commanders as well
as civil officers, and they discharged this double function with
equal credit. The Native Bakhars make mention of twice as many
names, but the relative proportions shown above are not much dis-
turbed. There are about fifty Brahman and Prabhu leaders mention-
ed as against forty Mavli and Maratha leaders in the narrative of
Chitnis's great Bakhar, though in the final list given at the end
of the work forty-five Brahman and seventy-five Mavli and Maratha
names are mentioned. Roughly speaking about a hundred men
from all classes of society thus came to prominence* and were the
chief supporters of the new Hindu dynasty that was established
at Raigad, in opposition to the Moslem powers. We can only
here select a few of these men whose deeds have been sung by
national bards, or chronicled in the records of the time, but
they will be typical of the rest who, in their own humbler places,
performed feats of valour and devotion, which contributed equally
to the success of the common cause.
Among the Brahman leaders, the Hanmantes, both father
and sons, naturally occupied the first place. Naropant Hanmante
was, like Dadoji Kondadev in ShahajYs service, having charge of
his Karnatik possessions. His sons, Raghunath Narayan and
Janardanapant, were worthy of their father. Raghunathpant
helped to carve out for Shahaji's other son Venkoji a new kingdom
at Tanjore, and when differences arose between him and his master,
Raghunathpant retired to the fo^ress of Gingi, and held that
station as also a portion of Arcot, and Vellore and several strong
posts in Mysore, tin Shivaji, at his request, made his final expe-
dition into the Karnatik and the Dravida country. The importance
of these possessions in the south was fully realised when Aurang-
zeib captured Sainbhaji, and conquered tile hill-forts one by one,
and the Maratha leaders bad to retreat to the south at Gingi,
whence they returned in a few years back to their country, and
forced Aurangzeb in his turn to admit his discomfiture. Raghu-
nathpant's brother Janardanpant served under Shivaji in the later
wars with the Moghuls. Such were these Hanmantes, men of iron
courage, and at the same time great in the wisdom of their
counsels.
Moropant Kngte may well be described as the chief pillar
of SMvap's power, and earned his Peshwaship by distinguished
services in extending the conquests in Northern Konkan and
Baglaii, He was a gpreat builder of forts, and a great organizer of
armies. His father was in Shahji's service in the Kar-